MOUNTAINS & BRIDGES OF THE BORDERLINE DRIVING TOUR
Jay Peak, the great sentinel of our area, is the axis around which this hilly tour navigates. You'll also see rich farmland, deeply wooded forests and should have time to visit some of Montgomery’s famed covered bridges. (Remember we are the Covered Bridge Capital of Vermont!).  This is about ½ Day Tour.  

Begin in front of The Phineas Swann and head south on Route 118 toward the white Baptist Church at the end of the road, bear right and, after about a hundred feet, turn left onto Route 58 towards Hazen’s Notch. Leave Montgomery Center behind and head up to the “Notch” where farther along, you’ll have great mountain views.  The road to the notch is scenic, but steep!  It is unpaved after a couple of miles, but the road surface is firmly packed – although you do need to be careful, especially if it has recently rained since that makes the unpaved surface very slick.

Stop in the notch and look for the stone marker that designates the end of the Bayley-Hazen Road, a Revolutionary War era road that later provided a way for settlers into these rugged hills. (The marker is on the south side of the road, near the Long Trail crossing). If you have the time, take a short hike through the woods on the Long Trail – the trail here is simply beautiful. Continue your drive east, down out of the notch to Lowell.  As you enter Lowell, you’ll follow a spectacular mountain stream that empties into the Missisquoi River.

When you reach Route 100, turn left to Westfield and Troy, following a basin of fertile farmland. If you are lucky you might even see some of the West Highland Cattle owned by a few of the farms on the right hand side of the road.  Continue along 100 until you pick up Route 101 (on your left), and continue north to its junction with Route 105. Turn left again, onto Route 105, and head back over the Green Mountains, now dominated by Jay Peak off to the south.
 

Follow 105 west over this higher land elevation and back down the western slope of the mountains to Richford.
Sadly, although there are many stately old Victorian homes in Richford (once a thriving Railroad town), it has fallen on hard economic times in recent years, so, although there is a bit of an economic resurgence in the last few months, we can’t suggest many stops in town. Continue south on 105 through East Berkshire, one of six towns, along with Montgomery, authorized by the legislature in the spring of 1780. (The others towns are Enosburg, Richford, Jay and Westfield.)  Vermont was desperately looking for ways to raise money to supply her troops (the Continental Congress was disinclined to help) and the grant fees paid by those seeking land was a simple source of funds. If you are traveling on a weekend, it is a rare day that you won’t see garage sales in some of the yards– always a fun stop since you never know what you’ll find and the prices cannot be beat!  The fields you’ll pass are primarily feed corn for the dense population of cows in Franklin County which is the heart of the diary region of Vermont (and, in fact, New England, since Vermont produces almost half of the milk for all of New England).  

Stay on Route 105 through the valley of the Missisquoi River (you’ll see the river on the left) to Enosburg Falls, once the home of the famed patent horse medicine, Kendall's Spavin Cure. The medicine was a national sensation and Enosburg Falls became prosperous as a result. Evidence of that era remains, in the Enosburg Falls Opera House, recently restored, which features various performances during the year.  Check to see if there is anything scheduled during your stay. Turn around and leave Enosburg by heading back to East Berkshire on Route 105, where you'll pick up Route 118 south to Montgomery Village and Montgomery Center.  In East Berkshire notice the beautiful old white church that the town is now renovating to serve as its village historical society. As you enter Montgomery, remember there are six covered bridges scattered through the hills in our town and it's worth an afternoon to visit as many as you can.  

If you are staying at the Phineas Swann, see the Covered Bridges pages in their guestbook for the location of all of our covered bridges as well an additional 13 which are in nearby towns. Route 118 will take you through Montgomery Village which is a virtual museum of beautiful old Victorian homes built in the mid to late 1800s.  The large white “church” in Montgomery on the left is now our historical society and was restored by village volunteers in the mid 1970s.  Stay on Route 118 through the village and conclude your trip back at The Phineas Swann in Montgomery Center where you began.
