THE TOWN & COUNTRY DRIVING TOUR

It's all about balance. Thaddeus Fairbanks invented the platform scale in 1829 and built a fortune on weights and measures in St. Johnsbury. His nephew, Franklin Fairbanks, a life-long industrialist and amateur naturalist, established an era of elegance here and opened his vast scientific collections to the public at the turn of the 19th century. The Victorian homes along Main Street recall top hats and parasols, while the street life reflects the dynamism and diversity of the Kingdom today. Festivals, First Night celebrations, concerts in the Park - St Johnsbury gracefully mixes old styles with new ideas. The city, built where the Passumpsic, Sleepers, and Moose Rivers meet, is made for walking in any season. Drifting into the countryside, farms and villages are in harmony with hills and woods. It's all about balance. 

Of course, the first stop on your drive is downtown St. Johnsbury, home of The Fairbanks Museum and Planetarium on Main Street.  This is New England's premier museum of natural history and Vermont's only planetarium.  The Museum is open year round and features exhibits and events that kids and adults will enjoy.  Just down the road, you’ll find the St. Johnsbury Athenaeum, A National Historic Landmark, the Athenaeum has served as a center of culture and learning since 1871. Named for Athena, the goddess of wisdom, the Athenaeum is a free public library and art gallery.  While you are downtown, stop in and see what’s going on at the Catamount Film & Art Company. Cultivating the artistic voice of the Kingdom, Catamount Arts features two galleries showcasing the work of local artists and also houses a cinema showing the best of American and Independent Filmmakers.  On the weekends, relax indoors at their Jazz on a Sunday Afternoon series.  Don’t miss the Caledonia Farmers Market which takes place every  Saturday from May until October. A regional gathering of local farmers and craftspeople - the market features produce, bread and baked goods, plants, flowers, yarn, pickles, jams and more.  Looking to do a little redecorating or just need a souvenir to bring home?   There are plenty of shops to choose from here including The Moose River Lake and Lodge Store on Railroad Street. As you enter this beautifully restored turn of the century bank, you will be surrounded by traditional taxidermy, hickory furniture, hand made antler chandeliers, Monroe Saltworks Pottery, and more fashions and furnishings for home, lodge, camp and cabin.   Just a few steps away is the Northeast Kingdom Artisans Guild, a juried, cooperative shop featuring work by over 60 Vermont Artists, many from the Northeast Kingdom.  Are you a dowser?  Well, you must head next door to the American Society of Dowsers Bookstore where you’ll find you’re dowsing tools and books.   Afterwards, head over to a unique shop called Uniquity. Quilts, baskets, paintings, candles...the eclectic collection of handmade gifts and household accessories made by local artists and crafts workers overflows the shelves. This one-of-a-kind store on St. Johnsbury's busy Railroad Street also offers a wide range of services from framing to tuxedo rental.

Next stop – Peacham, a town as pretty as its name suggests.  Located among the hills and old homes of Peacham is the Peacham Corner Guild on Bayley-Hazen road where you’ll find crafts, specialty foods, small antiques and more.  Over on Slack Street is Brigid's Farm,. This small farm houses sheep, angora goats and diary goats in a peaceful country setting. The studio specializes in fiber arts, and several large looms dominate the space. Handwoven scarves, shawls and blankets, handknit socks, and mittens, handspun yarns, spinning wheels, natural dye extracts, and supplies are for sale.  Take a drive down The Great Road to meet Ron and Terry Miller and the alpacas of Snowshoe Farm. Ron & Terry breed alpacas here and they also sheer them and process the fiber. You can buy raw fiber, yarn and handknit or woven alpaca products.

Just east of Peacham is the town of Barnet , home to Ben Thresher's Mill on West Barnet Road. This rare river mill dates from the 1870s and housed a cider mill, woodworking shop, and blacksmith's forge. Wagon wheels, barrels, water tubs, and all the fittings for horse-drawn buggies, wagons, and farm equipment were made here. The Mill is open May – October on Saturdays from 10 am – 2 pm.   Over on East Peacham Road, you can stop in to Magnus Wool where Marilyn Magnus spins the fibers of her own colored and white sheep. She weaves one-of-a-kind wool area rugs from hand-dyed yarn. Visit her showroom to see more yarn and woven work. Her shop is open year round on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 10 am – noon.


Heading a little bit north, you’ll find yourself in West Danville where you can shop at Songbird Pottery on Mack Mountain Road. Harley and Patricia Strader produce a wide range of functional and decorative stoneware and porcelain that combine colors and forms found in the Kingdom. The decoration and glazing of these unique pieces make use of clays from the banks of the region's rivers, local granite and the wood ash from native trees.  If you enjoy antique shopping, then a long and lingering stop at Farr's Antiques on Peacham Road in Danville is required.  Edward Farr has been in the antique business since 1968. His barn is filled with pieces found in Vermont attics. Many of the items were made by Vermonters more than 100 years ago. The shop is open year round from 10 am – 4 pm.  If you call yourself a dowser or if you want to be one, head over to Brainerd Street in Danville, home of the American Society of Dowsers, Inc.  Here at the "Dowsing Capital of the USA", you'll find instruction, videos, a library and helpful staff. A labyrinth behind the building is a peaceful place for contemplation and mediation. They are open year round, weekdays from 9 am – 5 pm.  

No visit to Vermont’s Northeast Kingdom is complete without a stop at one of our sugarhouses or farms.  Gloria and Norbert Rowell welcome you to their working maple sugarhouse, where they will explain the art of sugaring, which is carried on by their children and grandchildren. Rowell Sugarhouse is located in West Danville at 4962 Route 15.  Sugaring season only lasts about six weeks each spring, but the Rowell's ample supply of locally grown and handmade gifts are available year round. The shop is open daily from 9 am – 5 pm.  Over on Webster Hill Road in Danville, you can tour Emergo Farm, a sixth generation working dairy farm which has been in operation since 1858.  The farm now operates a B&B in its 1890 home, serving organic and local produce. Guided tours through the 1890 and 1897 post and beam barns describe farm life with pictures depicting changes in the work and equipment through the past century. Goats, heifers, and calves will meet you during your tour, and guests are encouraged to hand feed the calves and watch the milking process. Emergo Farm is open year round.  

End your journey with a trip to the Great Vermont Corn Maze on Wheelock Road in Danville. Amazing, confusing fun for young and old can be found on the 5-acre maze located on a 3rd generation working dairy farm. Each year an entirely new maze is developed with about 2 miles of pathways and several bridges. Make sure to get there before 3 pm and allow yourself plenty of time to find your way out before they close. The Maze is open from August to October.

