TREASURE TROVE DRIVING TOURS

Inspiration shines, sparkles, and turns in the galleries, museums, and artisans studios along these back roads. Against a painted curtain from a century ago, contemporary artists and artisans carve, sculpt, paint, and weave. The ingenuity of the Kingdom is manifested in gardens and glass, fine dining and functional pottery, music festivals and a local circus. There is too much to see in one day. Allow for an overnight stay to discover the richness of this part of the Kingdom.

A full day of browsing, perusing, and shopping awaits you in Hardwick.  The Antiquarian Muse on Main Street is your first of many stops.  Inside this historic brick cape, there are about 5,000 used and collectible books for adults and children with a good little collection of books about Vermont and by local authors. The shop is open year round on the weekdays from 10 am – 3 pm.  On South Main Street, you’ll find a wonderful selection of organic vegetables and dairy products as well as specialty foods at Buffalo Mountain Coop. One of the most successful alternative health food stores in the Kingdom.  The Coop is open Monday - Saturday, 9 am – 6 pm and Sunday 10 am – 3 pm.  Independently owned and operated, the Galaxy Bookshop over on Mill Street is a source for Vermont history, local authors, and guidebooks. It’s open year round, weekdays 9 am - 5:30 pm and Saturday 10 am – 5 pm.  You’ll find G.R.A.C.E. next door.  That’s short for Grassroots Art & Community Effort. G.R.A.C.E.'s permanent and consigned collections of contemporary self-taught art are on display in the old firehouse gallery. The collection features paintings, drawings, and mixed-media products of the 25-year old program, which brings art workshops and classes to institutions across the state. The gallery displays six annual rotating exhibitions and holds an event and open house in December. The gallery is open year round, Tuesday - Thursday, 10 am – 3 pm.  

What else would you expect to find on Pumpkin Lane except pumpkins, of course.  Ben Nottermann started selling pumpkins when he was in first grade. 15 years later, he plants over 4 acres with 12 varieties of pumpkin - pie pumpkins, carving pumpkins, giant pumpkins, etc. The retail area is arranged by price category, not by the pound, so you can wander among them and choose the pumpkin that has your favorite qualities. Ben’s Pumpkins in East Hardwick is open daily, September - October from dawn to dusk.  Perennial Pleasures Nursery on Brickhouse Road in East Hardwick has all you need for planting and adorning your garden. They specialize in old-fashioned hardy perennial flowers and herbs, including those common in 17th, 18th, & 19th century gardens, 950 varieties of field grown flowers, herbs and shrubs. The nursery has garden statuary and furniture. English Cream Tea is served Memorial Day to Labor Day, 12:30 - 4:30 pm, in the garden or gazebo and reservations are suggested. Perennial Pleasures is open every day except Monday.  Riverside Farm is located on a lane of the same name in East Hardwick.   Certified organic vegetables, herbs and flowers can be found in this wooden stand surrounded by a field of flowers. There is also a greenhouse next to the stand. They are open July - September, Monday - Saturday, 10 am – 4 pm. 

Driving just a bit north takes you to Greensboro Bend where more one-of-a-kind treasures and unexpected discoveries await you.  Red Barn Crafts & Things on Main Street is full of sweaters, double jacquard blankets, quilting, stained glass, embroidery, hats, mittens, candles and more - all made in Vermont! You’ll find gifts for infants to seniors.  The Barn is open year round, Thursday - Saturday, 10 am – 4 pm.  Over on the Bend Road is New Leaf Designs where master Gardner Lynette Courtney loves to talk about gardening and will demonstrate pruning techniques, dried flower arrangement, organic gardening, and using natural materials for decoration. The nursery and gardens feature native plants and shrubs, especially those that attract birds.  She is open May - October, Saturday and Monday, 10 am – 4 pm or by appointment.  Right next door is New Wing Design & Per Guitar.  Per Courtney has created pieces as small as a replacement knob and & as large as picture frames for the Sistine Chapel in Rome or a hotel's 18 story, spiral handrail in Israel and a myriad of things in between. Aside from woodworking his craft of creating professional quality electric guitars bring together Per's love of wood, silver working, and the blues. His guitars are becoming known for their quality of craftsmanship, sound range, high-end components, as well as for their shear beauty. Many model names & colors are based on pear varieties (to clarify the pronunciation of his name) and each bares a small silver or abalone pear inlaid on the center fret.  

Back on Main Street is The Miller’s Thumb, a historic gristmill, built in 1792 astride the Greensboro Brook, which was an integral part of life in the Village of Greensboro. The mill still thrives today, although no grain has been ground in many years. In the hands of owners Anne and Rob Brigham, it has become one of Vermont's best sources for hand-crafted furnishings and antiques. The original millstone is preserved in the front walk, and there is a window in the floor of the building to view the rushing water that flows beneath the building. The Mill is open daily year round except March and April from 10 am – 5:30 pm.  It’s a breeze driving to Vermont Daylilies at 295 Breezy Ave. where over 500 varieties of daylilies have been grown here for more than 20 years! The display gardens have mature clumps of flowers along grass paths. Come take a walk to see award winning varieties dating from the 1940s to the present and a bed of Stout Medal winners. Potted daylilies, hostas, and garden perennials are on sale. The retail store is open May - September, 10 am – 5 pm, Wednesday through Sunday. The gardens are always open. Just a stones throw down the road is Caspian Hot Glass Studio where glassblowers Jacob Barron and Lucas Lonegren demonstrate their art in a bright workshop built to resemble a sugarhouse. The connected gallery displays their delicate and original glass lighting and tableware - bowls, glasses, pitchers, plates - as well as ornaments and unique creations. Their studio is open May - January, daily from 10 am – 5 pm.  

After such a busy day, you can unwind in the comfort of Highland Lodge & Porter Brook Environmental Center on Craftsbury Road.  This elegant lodge, built as a farmhouse in the 1860s, has welcomed guests since the 1920s. It is a leader in using local products for the restaurant, gallery and gift shop. Visitors enjoy 30 miles of groomed trails for cross-country skiing and a private beach with boats for guests. The Environmental Center has a self guided nature trail and several programs for children.  The next day you can drive, run, skip, or jump over to Circus Road and Circus Smirkus, Vermont's only home-grown circus! This international youth circus features young performers sharing the ring with professional coaches and performers. Every year, Circus Smirkus develops an entirely new show and performs around New England in a 750-seat European 1-ring big top. A summer circus camp is run in this location. Tours throughout New England happen from June to August.  

And now you’re off to the picturesque village of Craftsbury Common. It’s time to meet the llamas of Maple Leaf Llamas at 654 North Craftsbury Road. Susan Houston invites you to visit her farm located on historic Craft family property, once a cow pasture. Take a walk with one of the 26 llamas housed in red barns and learn about these friendly animals. Farm tours are available, and you can buy raw or corded llama fiber at the end of your visit. The farm is open daily, year round.  Over on Mill Village Road, Lynn Flory makes one of a kind, wheel thrown pottery using earthenware, stoneware, and porcelain. Her passion to experiment keeps the studio alive with new glazes and forms. Mill Village Pottery is open in the summer, daily from 10 am – 5 pm and off season Tuesday - Saturday from 10 am – 5 pm. 

If you need to stretch your legs or rest for the night, Craftsbury Outdoor Center on Lost Nation Road offers year-round activities and accommodations for groups, families and individuals. Programs include world class sculling and running camps, Elderhostel courses that focus on Vermont ecology and culture, and some of the best cross-country skiing, mountain biking, hiking and birding in the east. The campus covers 140 acres of woodland on the shores of Great Hosmer Lake. In cooperation with more than 70 local landowners, the Center's trail network encompasses and helps keep rural nearly 4000 acres of Kingdom countryside. The Center is open daily year round. 

Your drive further north takes you back to a simpler time at the Barton Pharmacy & Soda Fountain on Church Street in Barton. An example of Kingdom ingenuity at work, this modern pharmacy combines nostalgia with today's needs. Located in a Victorian building in the heart of Barton, the pharmacy has been modernized to include antique pharmacy pieces and an old soda fountain. Sundaes are a specialty! The ‘Pharm’, as locals call it, is open year round.  Every town needs a main street and a general store.   The Barton Village Corner Store has been a general store on the corner of Main Street for as long as anyone can remember. Stop in for locally made specialty foods, jewelry, knit products, candles, crafts and more. Cards and books featuring Vermont scenes are a mainstay. The Corner Store is open year round.  From Route 5, turn onto Route 16 south and visit the Sugar Mill Farm & Maple Museum.  Stroll through the maple orchard - some 5,000 producing Rock Maple trees - and visit the museum and sugarhouse. Top off your visit with samples of pure Vermont maple syrup from this third generation family of sugar makers. The Farm & Museum are open daily from May - October.  

Stay on Route 16 and you’ll be in Glover in no time at all.  Stop in to Sugarwoods Farm
for pure Vermont maple syrup, maple candy, maple cream and maple covered walnuts. You will also find sugaring equipment and supplies to tap your own sugar maples. Sugarwoods is open May - December weekdays from 8 am - 4:30 pm and February - April on Saturday from 8 am – 1 pm.   Don’t forget to stock up at Curriers Quality Market, also on Route 16. Pick up your groceries or a snack from the deli or bakery and you will encounter a one of a kind Kingdom shopping experience. In among the aisles, skillfully preserved moose, deer, and other animals that are native to this region seem to comb the aisles alongside shoppers. Sporting goods and hunting and fishing licenses are available. The Market is open year round.  

Your quest for treasure ends on Route 122 with the giant puppets of the Bread and Puppet Museum & Theater to greet you.  Founded in 1975, the museum houses many hundreds of puppets and masks in a well-preserved 1863 post and beam dairy barn. Many of the puppets and masks have been in parades and demonstrations all over the U.S. During July and August, there are shows and museum tours. Bread & Puppet is open daily June -October from 10 am – 6 pm.

